
HARTSVILLE/TROUSDALE COUNTY GOVERNMENT 
BUILDING COMMITTEE 

Meeting Minutes June 16, 2020 | 6:00 P.M. | TC Courthouse 

 

Members present: 

Beverly Atwood 

David Nollner  

Richard Johnson 

Cliff Sallee   

Bubba Gregory  

Ken Buckmaster 

Steve Whittaker  

Amber Russell  

John Oliver 

Mayor Chambers 

Dwight Jewell 

 

Not present: 

Shane Burton  Richard Harsh 

 

An announcement was made at the beginning of the meeting to explain the absence of Chairman 

Harsh. The death of Mr. Harsh’s son was acknowledged and the group expressed their sympathy 

for the Harsh family. 

 

Meeting called to order by vice-chair Steve Whittaker 

 

Minutes of the last meeting were read and approved. 

 

Old business: 

-Chairman Whittaker led the group on an update of the courthouse and how its space was being 

used. 

The Election Office is happy with the rooms the Building Committee had set aside for them, but 

will not move until after the upcoming November elections. Mr. Paxton believes that any ADA 

requirements for the building, in particular the back door, can be fixed. An automatic door would 

make it more handicapped accessible.  

He also acknowledged the need for internet connections, plus paint, etc. 

Mr. Oliver told the committee that work on the room set aside for a museum has been put on 

hold due to the recent pandemic, but will resume when it is safe to do so. Judge Linville still has 

some boxes of papers to be removed. 

It was brought up that the Court Clerk’s office is using two rooms for storage of records and that 

they can probably be reduced to one room with some changes in shelving and some removal of 

old tables and desks, plus going through and discarding some non-essential records. 

 

-the next topic was the bidding process to have someone assess the conditions of the courthouse 

and the ambulance service and the old health department building. The Mayor had mentioned a 

quote from Volkert for $18,450, but that was not a bid. In the meantime, the ambulance service is 

taking care of some foundation problems and water damage and taking the costs out of their 

budget. There has been some discussion as to what to do with the old health department building 

and the Chamber of Commerce is looking into making some rooms into a business hub, with a 

commercial kitchen that could be rented out to people.  
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With that in mind, the Mayor will look into getting bids for an assessment of just the courthouse. 

We are aware of several issues with the building.  

 
-the committee was informed by Mr. Sallee that new signs have been put up in county buildings 

that are ADA compliant. He has also done several projects to make the county buildings more 

user friendly during the virus scare. He had made several county office doors into Dutch doors to 

help keep people apart while doing business, etc. 

 

-Recent storm damage to the depot will be made when an order for tin roofing is delivered. This 

can be done by Mr. Sallee and his crew. 

 

-Mr. Oliver reported that he had hauled off two truckloads of trash from the barn at the Living 

History Museum, left there by a group of homeless men. The sheriff has been keeping people 

from returning to the barn for shelter. The upkeep of the museum is a joint project of the county 

and the Historical Society. 

 

-the Mayor informed the group on the streetscape project. The landscaping will not be done until 

cooler weather returns in November. Mr. Jewell is working with the contractor to replace parts of 

the brick patio in front of the courthouse. Some damaged personalized bricks will need to be 

replaced. 

 

-a question arose as to the use of the Community Center by the sheriff for prisoner showers. It 

was due to the need to keep new prisoners away from the others until they can be sure they are 

virus free. While the Sheriff will try to keep from doing so when the center is being rented out, 

since it is for emergency use first and foremost, the sheriff has priority over the building if he so 

needs. 

 

Meeting adjourned. 

 

Minutes respectfully submitted by John Oliver. 

 


